
1

EXPLORE 
ALSACE WITH 

WTRAVEL 
FRANCE



2

ALSACE ςPHOTO



map



4

HOW TO GO THERE

High speed train from Paris : 2h 20 Strabourg. 
ÅDeparture Paris Gare de lĴEst train station
Å Arrival Strasbourg train station
Å Departure approximately every  2 hour

Flights  from Paris Airport /Bordeaux/Lyon/ Marseille 
Strasbourg  aiport is situated at 20mn from City center

Transportation
To visit the center , we always recommend a walking tour 
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Å STRASBOURG
Å THE ALSACE WINE ROUTE
Å HAUT KOENIGSBOURG CASTLE 
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Å SUGGESTED DAY TOUR
Å Alsace Wine Road 1 day
Å Alsace Wine Road 2 days
Å -WWI  & WW2 Day tour
Å Craft & Heritage in Northern Alsace ı1 day  
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MUST SEE



STRASBOURG 

With its monumentalcathedralfeaturing carvingsasdelicateasany pieceof lacework,Strasbourgis one
of EuropeĴsmostattractivecities. Thanksto the richnessand sheerdensityof its heritagesites,the entire
town centre has beenlisted as UNESCOWorld Heritage. Strasbourgis definitely well worth a visit, to
discoverits history,its cuisineandits uniqueatmosphere

MUST SEE 
LaPetiteFrance
"This is the most picturesquedistrict of old Strasbourg. Fishermen,millers and tannersonce lived and
worked in this part of town where the streets have been built level with the waterways.
Themagnificenthalf- timberedhousesdatefrom the 16th and17th centuries. Their slopingroofsopenout
onto lofts wherehideswereoncedried.Ķ

Thecathedralof Notre-Dame
"A prodigy of the gigantesqueand the delicate,"as Victor Hugo claimed. StrasbourgCathedral(1015-
1439) is an absolutemasterpieceof Gothic art. The 142 m high spire looks incredibly lightweight and
madethe Cathedralthe highestedifice in all Christianity until the 19th century. Threehigh-spotsmake
the visit unforgettable. Outside,the facadeis the greatest"book"of imagesthe Middle Ageshas to offer.
Hundredsof sculpturesstandout from the wall accentuatingthe effectsof shadowand light. Thecolour of
the red sandstonechangesthroughout the day depending on the colour of the sky. In the summer
evenings,the illuminated scenographyis an enchantment. Inside, the long aisle inspires peaceand
reflection. The12th- to 14th-century stained-glasswindows and the rosewindow are not to be missed.
The monumentalorgan has a remarkablecabinet decoratedwith automatedfigures. The astronomical
clock built in the Renaissanceperiodand mechanismdating backto 1842 is a masterpiecein itself,where
theprocessionof apostlescanbeadmiredeverydayat 12:30 p.m.

TheOeuvreNotre-DameMuseum
"One of the finest collection of medieval works in France. Locatedat the foot of the Cathedral,this
charming Museumownsoneof the finest collectionsof medievalart in France,and evenin Europe. The
collections span sevencenturies of art in Strasbourgand in the Upper Rhine River basin. From the
renowned Christ's Head, known as the WissembourgChrist's Head, one of the oldest stained-glass
windows on record, to the crystal basketspainted in the mid-17th century by SébastienStosskopf,the
masterof still- life, the remarkablecollectionstestify to the vitality of art in Strasbourgduring the Middle
Agesand Renaissance. The masterpiecesof medievalsculpturesfrom the Cathedral,among which the
Church,the Synagogueou the famousTempter,aredisplayedsideby sidewith the bestwitnessesof Upper
Rhineart in the 15th and 16th centuries. TheplacegrantedgreatartistssuchassculptorNicolasdeLeyde
or painters Conrad Witz and Hans Baldung Grien match their talents. The tour of the Museum, the
synthesisof all arts, is madein completeharmony with the architecture of the site: behind the ancient
gablesof the building housing OeuvreNotre-Dame, an organismresponsiblefor the constructionand
restorationof the cathedralsincethe 13th century, the interior decors,togetherwith the cool courtyards
and the charming Gothic herb garden, contribute to the feeling of intimacy with the rich past of
Strasbourg."





THE ALSACE WINE ROUTE

TheWine Routeis the capriciousribbon that runs alongthe easternslopesof the Vosges,quietly rolling
down the mountainsidesand taking in fifty-one local wines that boastthe registereddesignationof
origin 'AlsaceGrandCru'. Takeyour time discoveringthe very soulof the Wine Route,startingout from
Marlenheim,passingthrough the Cleebourgvineyardsand ending your journey in Thann. Admire the
ruins of castles,lose yourself in the streetsof medieval towns, follow the wine trails and enjoy the
panoramas...

Shorthistory
Launchedin 1953, the AlsaceWine Routeis oneof the oldestwine routesin France. It offersvisitors-
both neophytesand connoisseursıa wide rangeof activitiesrelatedto wine and the vineyardall year
round.
Originally a popular touring rally, it hasbecomeoneof the jewelsof the Alsace!It winds 170km from
the north to the south of the region, passingthrough 70 wine-growing villages,renownedfor being
someof the most beautiful villages in the Alsace. Many visitors marvel at the fortified towns and
villagesof Eguisheim,Kaysersberg,Ribeauvillé,Riquewihr,Andlau,Obernai...
TheAlsaceWine Routeis alsoa popular gatheringplace. FromApril to October,villagesorganisewine
andharvestfestivalsin turn. Folkloreentertainment,processionsand wine- tastingstake place all day
long,andevenat night, in a lively andfriendly atmosphere!

TheAlsaceWine Routehascontributedto the fameof AlsaceWinesfor thepast60 years.
ThemostfamousWine Routein Franceproudly revealsits medievalchâteauxand Renaissancehouses
and the flowery lanes of its charming villages. A land of tradition and wine, offering a unique
experiencefor the visitor. Officially establishedas a tourist route in 1953, it celebratesits 60th
anniversaryin 2013.
Renownedfor its remarkableandsimpleitinerary, theWine Routeinvitesyou to discoverthe regionand
its wine producers. It winds through sloping valleysalong the foothills of the Vosgesfor more than
170km, crossingthe entire wine region from Marlenheimto Thannand meetingsome1000 producers.
It alsoincludesan isolatedsectionaroundWissembourg,in the far north of theAlsace.
Fiveregionscarry (or arein theprocessof gaining) theĶVignoblesetDÇcouvertesķlabel:
TheĶPaysdeWissembourgķwine region
TheĶVignobledeStrasbourgķ,from Marlenheimto Molsheim
TheĶCÔurd'Alsaceķwine region,betweenMont Sainte-OdileandtheChâteaudu Haut-KÔnigsbourg
TheĶTerreetVinsau PaysdeColmarķwine region,aroundColmar
TheĶLaRoutedesVinsSud-Alsaceķwine region,aroundThannandGuebwille

http://www.alsace-wine-route.com/en/wine-region-north-wine-route/
http://www.alsace-wine-route.com/en/vignoble-de-strasbourg-wine-route/
http://www.alsace-wine-route.com/en/wine-region-coeur-alsace/
http://www.alsace-wine-route.com/en/terre-et-vin-au-pays-de-colmar-wine-region/
http://www.alsace-wine-route.com/en/section-south-wine-route-alsace/




HAUT KOENIGSBOURG CASTLE 

The moment you step over the threshold of the great door at Haut-KoenigsbourgCastle,you find
yourselfin a wholenew world: theMiddle Ages. Crossthe lower
Courtyard with its inn, forge and mill then climb the spiral stairwaysleading to the Lord'sfurnished
apartments. Plungeinto an environmentof architectureand furnishings steepedin history. Theomni-
presentdrawbridges,armoury, keep and cannonsare a constant reminder of the purpose of this
mountain fortress, which has been besieged,destroyed and pillaged numerous times since its
construction.
This prestigious fortress was abandonedafter 1633, and then given to Kaiser Wilhelm II von
Hohenzollernin 1899 by the town of Sélestat. Hecommissionedthe architectBodoEbhardt,a specialist
in medievalfortifications, to restorethe castle. Its renovationsatisfiedhis passionfor the Middle Ages,
whilst hedreamedof a return to theold GermanEmpire.

Thepolitical ambition of this hugerenovationproject,undertakenat the beginningof the 20thcentury,
wasto legitimizethe newly forgedHohenzollernimperial dynasty,andcreatea symbolfor theworld of
the powerheld by this new empire. Today,the restorationis admiredmorefor its educationalpotential:
although it is not altogetherperfect,the result is undeniablyauthentic. Much to the delight of fortress
enthusiasts,this restorationof the Haut-Koenigsbourgoffers a remarkableinsight into 15th century
mountain fortressesin the Alsaceregion.

Visit the artillery platform, also referred to as the Grand Bastion: an exceptionalmonument with a
characteristicstructure. Takethe time to enjoythe breathtakingpanoramicview over the Alsaceplain,
theVosgesMountains,theBlackForestandeven,on a clearday,theAlpsļ

TheHaut-Koenigsbourgcastleis oneof the symbolsof Alsatianheritageand a witnessto the courseof
Europeanhistory. Visitorsfrom all horizonshavethe idealenvironmentto becomemore familiar with
castlearchitecture,the Middle Agesand the early 20th century restorationthrough a wide choiceof
tours,activitiesandevents.

Whenyouvisit theHaut-Koenigsbourgyouvisit somuch morethan just a monumentļ





COLMAR 

History,figures,heritage
ForGeorgesDuhamel(ashewrote in 1931), Colmarwasthe "mostbeautiful town in the world". It has
also often beensaid that it is the most Alsatian town in Alsace!Without going over the top with
superlatives,Colmar undoubtedlyremainsan exceptionaltown due to the wealth and variety of its
historicalandarchitecturalheritage.
The capital of central Alsace,situatednear Germanyand Switzerlandbetweenthe Vosgesand the
Rhine, Strasbourgand Mulhouse, the town offers visitors an exciting glimpse of 1000 years of
Europeanhistory.

Besides,with its 67,000 inhabitants,Colmarretainsa 'country town' atmospherewhich contributesso
much to its charm. Wonderfully preservedfrom the ravagesof time, its homogenoushistorical
centre is classedas a 'protected area' and has benefited from careful restoration and ongoing
improvementsfor morethan 20 years.

MUSTSEE
TheDominicanChurch
Startedin 1283, the constructionof the Dominican church mainly datesback to the first half of the
14th century. It is an important exampleof the mendicantordersarchitecture,evenif the Dominicans
arrived in 1278 were temporarily driven out of the city in 1330. In 1458, the roof and the cloister
were damagedby a fire. After that, reconstructionworks havebeennecessary. In 1720, thanksto the
installation of a baroquedecorating,the church was lessausterethan before.TheDominican church
was during the most part of the 19th century usedto non- religious ends,beforebecomingagain a
placeof worship in 1898. Thechurch hasbeenrestoredin the early80Ĵsand90Ĵs.
Around 1475, Martin SchongauerĴsstudio createdthe Altarpieceof the Dominicanswhich is today
exposedin the Unterlinden museum. Since1973 the Dominican Church owns the masterpieceof
Martin Schongauer,Madonna of the RoseBush,which was exposedin the Saint Martin collegiate
church.

Thefishmonger'sdistrict
Thefishmonger'sdistrict is theplacewheremostof theprofessionalfishermenandboatmenof Colmar
lived. Theywere in a powerful corporation. Thecaughtfisheswere storedin fish pondsor soldin the
fishmonger'sdistrict. In 1706 a hugefire destroyedmore than forty housesin the district. From1978
to 1981, important renovationworks madeit possibleto restoremany half- timberedhousesin this
district which is betweentheTanneursdistrict andthepicturesquelittle Venice.

ThePfisterHouse
ThePfisterhousewasbuilt in 1537 for the hatter Ludwig Scherer,who madehis fortune with money
trading in the Val de Liepvre. Despite its medieval features, the house is the first example of
architectural renaissancein Colmar. With its two-storeycorner oriel, its wood gallery, its octagonal
turret and its mural paintingswhich representbiblical and secularscenes,the Pfisterhousebecame
oneof the symbolsof the old Colmar. It owns its nameto the family who restoredit and lived there
from 1841 to 1892.




